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July 17, 1990 


Ms. Andrea Pcmiers 
Tobacco and Cancer Unit 
Center for Health Promotion 
Michigan Department of Public Health 
3423 No. Logan - P.0. Bos 30195 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 

Dear Ms. Poniers: 

As Med ical Pi rector/Health Officer of both the Dickinson-Iron and Western U.P. 

District Health Departments, I am in a position to offer strong support to the 
Michigan ASSIST project application. 

I have discussed this with some of the staff of the Michigan Department of Public 
Health and have had discussions with fellow health officers in the Upper Peninsula. 

We have every intention of working closely with the Michigan Department of Public 
Health and with the other health jurisdictions in the U.P. to, in our case, upgrade 
the activities in smoking prevention and cessation. 

In the Dickinson-Iron Health Department we are in the process of developing a health 
education position which will be used to support the activities in the ASSIST 
project. In the Western U.P. we have a health education position which is currently 
unfilled, but we intend to utilize other personal health services staff to support 
this project. We do have staff in the Western U.P. who have been trained in smoking 
cessation and we also have a large substance abuse staff who are working in the 
schools with prevention and counseling. We would vise that staff to aid us in the new 
effort in smoking cessation and prevention. 

The health departments in the Upper Peninsula have a strong record of working 
together, the most recent being in the long term care project which resulted in new 
recommendations for long term care in the Upper Peninsula. This was a joint effort by 
all health departments, administered by Western U.P., and resulted in an excellent 
opportunity to work with the Michigan Department of Public Health, Bureau of Health 
Facilities, in' their certificate of need process. As a result of this joint process 
changes have been made in delivering long term care :.m the U.P. 


In addition to the long term care project, all departments are currently working 
together in the U.P. Diabetes Network. All local departments are participating in * 
providing special' kinds of education and treatment services to a large n umber of 
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diabetics in the Upper P eninsul a population. These are but two examples of the 
cooperation of the Upper Peninsula health departments working with the Michigan 
Department of Public Heal th, using either state or federal funds, as well as local 
funds, to concentrate on a specific problem or disease entity for further 
attention. 

I welcome the opportunity to support the application of the Michigan Department of 
Public Health in the ASSIST project and will look forward to working with the 
department and other local health departments in the U.P. in implementing the project. 
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Sincerely, 



Health Officer/Medical Director 
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